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A Study on Intellectual Property Management of Plant Varieties

— Case Study of Gentian Varieties in Hachimantai City, Iwate Prefecture —
Mitsukazu Sakuradani

In Hachimantai City, Iwate Prefecture, a research center for
developing wide varieties of Gentian has been established and the city
itself has started a new breeding business. Even though, 35% of domestic
Gentian production in being serve by the city, the city has been trying to
construct a business model to gain a royalty by providing licensed
breeders' rights to not only domestic producer but also to producer in

oversea. Thus, this paper aimed to analyze and discuss about the
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‘creation’, ‘protection’, ‘utilization’of Gentian variety of Hachimantai city
from the viewpoint of intellectual property management. As a result,
securing breeders' rights and licensing them in overseas not only
provides royalty but also leads to market expansion. Moreover, finding a
promising licensed destination and licensing can also help the licensee to
monitor illegal cultivation which might improve the issues of outflow of

plant varieties abroad.
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